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Major Theme:
Local Music Discovery 
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Side Project:
Singing in a Foreign Language









Singing can be intrinsically motivating, attention focusing, and 
simply enjoyable for learners of all ages.



Spanish-speaking Ecuadorian children learned a novel english passage:
- sung condition learned it as a song
- spoken condition learned it as a poem   



Children were tested on their abilities to recall the passage 
verbatim, pronounce English vowel sounds, and translate target 
terms from English to Spanish. As predicted, children in the sung 
condition outperformed children in the spoken condition.

The song advantage preserved after a 6-month delay.
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LANGUAGE KARAOKE

Singing and Listening to Improve Our Natural Speaking



Key Idea: Automatic Speech Recognition (ASR) 
provides immediate feedback to students 

Singing and Listening to Improve Our Natural Speaking



SLIONS: A Karaoke Application to Enhance 
Foreign Language Learning
Dania Murad, Riwu Wang, Douglas Turnbull, Ye Wang
ACM Multimedia (ACM MM ’18)
Seoul, Korea, October 2018
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